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Lawrence to announce new strategic investment plan

Staff Writer

________________________

Lawrence University is
proposing a series of one-time
investments, known as the
Strategic Investment Proposal,
which aims to address issues
with enrollment, student life
and campus finances.
According to Christyn
Abaray, the Secretary of the
Board of Trustees and Chief of
Staff to President Laurie Carter, the Board of Trustees decided in October that there needed
to be strategic investment to
help address those long-standing issues. The board then selected a handful of trustees to
collaborate with the President’s

Cabinet on the initiative, with a
deadline of Winter Term 2022
for a specific proposal which
will go public in early Spring
Term at LUCC General Council. According to LUCC President-elect Malcolm Davis, the
final investment plan will be
presented to the Board in May.
According to Abaray, the
investments will include expanded academic programs,
initiatives to address enrollment and retention problems,
programs to support underprivileged students on campus
and infrastructure improvements for campus buildings.
Some specific examples Abaray
provided include expanded
internship and research opportunities and investments

in the Career Center, although
the majority of the details still
remain confidential.
The Strategic Investment
Proposal has been a collaborative effort, coordinating with
the President’s five Guiding
Coalitions, which were formed
by Carter at the beginning of
the academic year to address
various institutional priorities.
The cabinet has also been
working with the Strategic and
Equitable Enrollment Management (SEEM) team, which is
tasked with growing incoming
student applications and helping students succeed through
graduation.
The
Strategic
Planning Committee, which
reconvenes every few years to
plan for Lawrence’s future, is

also playing a role. The current
strategic plan ran from 2017
through 2022, so this year, they
will be releasing a new five-year
plan. LUCC President-elect
Malcolm Davis has also been
discussing the proposal with
Carter in order to assist in presenting the investment plan to
the student body at General
Council.
“The entire investment
plan is created through a lens
of helping students,” Davis
said. “This plan will position
Lawrence in the future as a
leader in higher education. It
will generate strength for the
institution, which will be of
benefit to all students.”
These specific investments became an immediate

priority, Abaray said, after the
Fall 2021 Board of Trustees
meeting, in which data involving finances, enrollment and
students’ experiences on campus raised issues such as applications trending downward
and poor building maintenance.
Carter said that the proposal is focused on improving
campus life for students, as
well as faculty and staff, who
will benefit from investments
such as enhanced academic
programs, funding for internships and research programs,
more resources for student
support and infrastructure improvements. According to Abaray, this ties back to Carter’s
Matriculation Convocation, in

which she expressed a desire to
create a student-centered approach at Lawrence University.
According to Abaray, the
President’s Cabinet is currently
working with students to share
information, formulate specific
plans, establish a clear timeline to implement the proposals and evaluate key performance indicators on whether
the investments are working.
Abaray said that some of the
key performance indicators
will include rising application
numbers, improvements in the
retention rate and an increase
in BIPOC students.

THIS WEEK IN PHOTOS:

Black History Month Events
BSU hosted a series of events throughout February
to celebrate Black History Month, culminating with
Cultural Expressions on Feb. 26 (review in A&E).
Here are some of our favorite moments.

(ABOVE LEFT) Chloe Thomas and Raven Ganaway perform a dance to “Fever” during Cultural Expressions.
Photo by Jamie Dong.

(ABOVE RIGHT) Artwork by Adda Fadila Louleid is displayed in the Cultural Expressions gallery. The work is untitled.
Photo by Jamie Dong.

(TOP LEFT) Dancers perform “Afrofusions” at Cultural Expressions. The dance group included Amaka Uduh, Tyler
Antoine, Chloe Thomas, Willie Sturgis, Raven Ganaway, Sarah Navy, Imani Williams, Ahmad Allen, Adjedmaa Ali, Debora
Osso and Nevaeh Daniels.
Photo by Jamie Dong.

(TOP RIGHT) Aniya Richardson has her hair styled by a local hairdresser as part of the Hair Care Initiative on Feb. 17-18.
Photo by Adam Fleischer.
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(BOTTOM RIGHT) Isabella Sutter, Nina Austria and Kat Girod pose for a photograph at the Black Excellence Ball.
Photo by Jamie Dong.
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New LUCC finance
legislation takes effect for Spring Term
Sophia Schultz
Staff Writer

_______________________

Revisions to LUCC’s finance legislation regarding
funding and travel requests
will start impacting student
organizations within the next
few weeks as Spring Term
approaches. Although the
legislation was passed in Fall
Term, the new regulations
will become apparent as the
deadline for funding requests
is nearing and as student organizations are preparing for
Spring Break trips.
As part of this new legislation, student organizations
will no longer be able to request LUCC funding for individual events after the second
week of Spring Term. This
means that going forward, all
funding requests for events
occurring in spring must be
submitted significantly in advance.
This change is meant to
diminish the workload of the
Finance Committee during
budget requests, according
to LUCC Vice President Ladora Thomas. The committee
reviews budget allocation requests for student organizations’ planned events and activities for the next academic
year during Spring Term,

and they found it too overwhelming to receive funding
requests at the same time,
Thomas said.
“[This new policy] will
really alleviate some stress,”
LUCC President-elect Malcom Davis said. “There’s just
not enough resources to continue with rolling base hearings for finances and also
reviewing full academic year
budgets at the same time in
one term.”
In addition to the new
funding regulations, LUCC
travel guidelines have shifted
in a way which might impact
student organizations’ Spring
Break
trips.
On-campus
events will now be prioritized
over travel when the Finance
Committee considers new
funding requests, limiting
the amount of travel that can
happen. Campus travel has
also been capped at $600 per
person per trip.
Because every student
pays for the Student Activities
Fund in their tuition, which is
managed by LUCC, Thomas
said that most of the money
should be put towards student activities on campus to
make sure that every student
has access to different events
and exposure to different
learning opportunities while

they’re here.
“Being on campus is a
priority because we can’t take
1,500 students across the
world or across the country
every single weekend or once
a term,” Thomas said. “That’s
not feasible.”
To qualify for funding
for off-campus travel, the
event must promote professional development and/or
educational liberal art learning, promote equity and be
inclusive of all peoples, allow
the student organization to
fulfill its mission statement
and impact the Lawrence
community in a positive way,
and it must be accessible to
and accommodate the organization’s active members.
For example, a Spring
Break trip for a group of 10
friends that costs tens of
thousands of dollars is not
equitable, LUCC Parliamentarian Jessica Toncler said,
as these types of trips are not
open to the entirety of a student organization and are not
inclusive.
However, some travel
is still being funded. For instance, the annual Spring
Break trips hosted by the
Outdoor Recreation Club,
whose mission is to provide
outdoor opportunities for all

students at Lawrence University, ORC treasurer Cesca
Ledesma said, are consistent
with the amended legislation.
After the finance legislation was amended, ORC
adapted their trips to promote equity by creating time
to discuss environmental issues and the Native American
history of the lands they are
traveling on, Ledesma said.
She hopes this promotes respect, educational learning
and understanding of the
places around us and how we
are connected to them.
LUCC has been working
to deliver information about
these new changes to student
organizations by better utilizing email—i.e. sending shorter, more concise emails—and
their current social media
platforms while also looking into different platforms,
Thomas said.
“As honest as we can be,
we could be better,” Thomas
said. “However, we did what
we could with what we had,
and I think learning from our
past mistakes and moving
forward is definitely something that we’re going to work
on with this new administration.”

International students adapt to
McSorley’s departure
Shirley Xu
Staff Writer

________________________

Associate Dean of Students for International Student
Services Leah McSorley will
leave Lawrence at the end of
Winter Term for her new role
as the International Student
Advisor at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison International Student Services office.
The process to find a successor
has started, but it is uncertain
when the new hire will come on
board.
The office of International Student Services (ISS)
is located in International
House, and McSorley is the
primary advisor for students
with global backgrounds. The
office maintains the immigration status of Lawrence to
enroll international students,
advises international students
on how to follow immigration
responsibilities and oversees
cultural programs such as the
Lunar New Year celebration.
It is also meant to support
students as they try to adjust
to life at Lawrence through
outlets like the new international student orientation and
the international connections
mentoring program, in which
new students are matched with
mentors to better navigate life
at Lawrence.
McSorley’s primary con-
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cern about the transition is
that international students
may have familiarized themselves with her so much that
they might feel anxious about
losing the first point of contact
and resource referrals for when
questions or struggles occur. A
large part of her job is meeting
with students to help them understand what resources from
campus offices, such as the
Center for Academic Success
and Career Center, are available. She added that the hardest part of leaving Lawrence
is the emotional separation
between her, the students and
Lawrence.
ISS student staff member
senior Nalan Zhai expressed
similar
concerns.
Having
worked for ISS for almost four
years, Zhai said that international students tend to reach
out to people they are familiar
with to ask for help, especially
McSorley, who starts building
relationships with them early
and throughout their time at
Lawrence.
Looking ahead, spring is a
busy time for ISS because students need to file taxes, seniors
need to complete the Optional
Practical Training (OPT) authorization in order to work
in the U.S. after graduation,

(CPT) authorization. McSorley
is generally the person who
facilitates informational workshops and advises students to
complete these annual procedures in order to maintain
proper immigration status. She
said that her departure could
result in a need for students to
take more proactive steps to research first and then reach out
if questions remain unresolved.
McSorley also serves as
the advisor of Lawrence International (LI), a student organization which aims to connect
the international community
and the domestic community.
Their major events include the
annual Cabaret variety show,
cultural dinners and dance formals. McSorley said that she is
confident in LI’s ability to run
events on their own, and students should be able to expect
programs from LI like before,
despite her leaving.
Vice President of LI, junior Kayci King stated that LI
will continue McSorley’s vision of providing a safe environment for people to share
their culture in any LI events.
Communication Chair of LI,
sophomore Seung Hur added
that LI will do so by encouraging people to participate and
share their culture freely in any

smooth as possible, she has
been working closely with
Dean of Students Chris
Clarke, who is also McSorley’s supervisor, to make
sure that he understands
the functions of ISS, immigration resources and
annual procedures such as
OPT and CPT authorizations. McSorley added that
her colleagues from the
student life division, such
as the Associate Dean of
Spiritual and Religious Life
Terra R. Winston-Sage and
the Associate Dean for
Diversity,
Engagement
and Student Leadership
Brittany Bell, also support students with global backgrounds.
Students are still encouraged to reach out to ISS with
any questions or concerns, because the Administrative Assistant for International Student
Services Becca Hollinger and
several ISS student staff will
continue to serve international
students. McSorley is confident in their abilities to help
students because they all have
experience working in ISS.
Another resource for international students is the ISS
Canvas page. This page consists
of resources covering different
topics: immigration respon-

and students with summer internships need to complete the
Curricular Practical Training

events including the Cabaret.
In order to make McSorley’s transition out of ISS as

sibilities, work authorization
options, immigration forms,
health and wellness resources,

COVID-19
ON CAMPUS

Weekly updates on the status of
COVID-19 at Lawrence

TOTAL
CASES

ACTIVE
CASES:

LU:
350

LU:
8

Appleton:
21,381

Appleton:
76

We are in:

YELLOW LIGHT
Moderate
Risk

Enhanced
Precautions

Masking required indoors, KN95
or double masking recommended;
weekly surveillance testing; keycard
access for building entry; in-person
co-curricular activities continue.
*data reported as of March 2

Headshot submitted by Leah McSorley.

tax responsibilities, the friendship family program and links
to websites of important government agencies. All international students are enrolled in
this page, and it is available at
any time if they feel concerned
about finding someone to talk
to about their situation.
As for finding McSorley’s
successor, Clarke is in charge of
this process. He is in the process of forming a hiring committee made up of faculty and
students to review resumes,
conduct interviews and invite
candidates to visit campus. The
job posting to fill McSorley’s
position is open on a rolling basis, and Clarke is unsure when
it will be filled. He added that
if any students have concerns
about the process, he is happy

to answer any questions.
McSorley has been preparing a transition manual
to help her successor adjust
to Lawrence. The transition
manual contains ISS’s programming schedule and the
job responsibilities in order to
provide context about working
at Lawrence. She added that
although she is sad to leave
Lawrence, she is also excited
for Lawrence to have fresh perspectives.
“Hopefully [my absence]
won’t mean losing someone,”
McSorley said, “because we can
still maintain the connection
[between me and Lawrence],
and Lawrence will gain a new
connection, a new international student support.”

SPORTS
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Sean McLaughlin
Staff Writer

______________________________

In a return to normalcy after I
decided to bore you all last week with
“science” and all that nonsense, it occurred to me I never gave my predictions for the classic physique category at next week’s Arnold Classic Ohio.
The classic division is quickly becoming one of the most exciting in the
bodybuilding world right now, and
there are a number of young, hungry
competitors coming up through the
ranks hungry to displace the old royalty at the top of the pecking order.
The current lineup is as follows:
●
Breon Ansley
●
Urs Kalecinski
●
Michael Daboul
●
Peter Molnar
●
Terrence Ruffin
●
Ramon Rocha Queiroz
●
Darwin Uribe
●
Lenny Wicks
●
Divine Wilson
5th: Peter Molnar
An older competitor, it’s a real
shame Molnar wasted most of his

Kenneth Peñaherrera Quiroz
Staff Writer

______________________________

This week, even though the season is over, there have been several
things that might change the NFL like
we’ve known it for some time. Here is
a short recap of some of the relevant
news around the league as of late.
Brian Flores vs. The NFL
Ex- Miami Dolphins coach Brian
Flores has sued the NFL and Dolphins
owner, in a case that strikes all of the
NFL community. Alleging racial dis-

Antionio Gonzalez
Staff Writer

______________________________

This Saturday, March 5th, the
UFC hosts possibly their biggest PayPer View of the year in an intense
non-title fight main event. The longawaited clash between former friends
turned rivals, Jorge Masvidal and
Colby Covington, who are immense
PPV draws by themselves is set to
take place after years of intense back
and forth confrontations between
the two. In the co-main event, the
veteran and multiple division legend
Rafael Dos Anjos will take on Rafael
Moicano on less than a week’s notice.
Another legend, Edson Barboza, will
take to the octagon to face the undefeated featherweight, Bryce Mitchell.
Kevin “Big Mouth” Holland returns
to the octagon to regain his footing
after a couple losses to strong middleweight contenders and an unfortunate no contest. The card is stacked
from top to bottom and is a must
watch card of the year.
Starting off with Kevin Holland
versus Alex Oliveira as the second
fight of the night, we get to witness
two fighters coming off of losing
streaks with Holland losing 2 of his
last 3 fights with the most recent being a no contest due to an unfortunate
head collision which knocked him
out. Pereira, a perennial unranked
veteran has lost his last 3 fights, and
with a losing record and increasing age, has to prove his place in the
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Arnold Classic physique predictions

prime years outside of the IFFB Pro
League. Molnar is now 39, and his
physique is not quite what it once
was in terms of size.
However, the beauty of the classic physique division is size is not the
only thing that wins the prize. He has
a beautiful V-taper with very low lat
insertions that give him a very classic look, and given his veteran status
I have no doubt he will bring crisp
conditioning. Where I think Peter
may struggle is in the lower body. As
is typical in older competitors, his
legs have begun to wane, leaving his
physique wanting just a tad in comparison to the top competitors in the
division. Still, with a physique close
to 20 years in the making, Molnar has
more than enough to crack the top 5.
4th: Ramon Rocha Queiroz
Ramon is one of the up-andcomers I was alluding to in my introduction. At just 26 years of age, he is
very much still developing as a pro,
and yet has a physique to rival the
very best. He placed 5th at this year’s
Classic Physique Olympia, and will be
looking to build on that placing at the

Arnold. Ramon’s big strength is his
arms. They’re quite simply massive,
and the separation between the bicep
and tricep is immaculate. However,
he needs to make his look more complete. His back is lacking in comparison to guys like Chris Bumstead and
Breon Ansley, and his legs look small
in comparison to his arms, especially
from the front. Granted, he has made
improvements since the O; his quads
and back both look heavily improved.
Still, I don’t think he’ll have enough
to jump the next name on this list.
3rd: Urs Kalecinski
Urs has been very quiet since
taking 4th place at the 2021 Classic Physique Olympia. There, he was
compared to a smaller Chris Bumstead which, given that Chris is arguably the GOAT of that
division, is a big deal. But then,
in a Dorian Yates-esk move, he went
dark and has only recently shown
the world his improved physique.
The balance we loved at the O is still
there, but with much more size. Urs
has one of the most classic-looking
physiques you’ll find anywhere these

days. His quad sweep is impressive,
he has low lat insertions that make
his V-taper look crazy, and he has
the chest size to match the standard
Arnold set so many years ago. The
only issue is his arms, which do lack
in size significantly compared to Ramon. Still, overall, he ought to end up
at least 3rd.
2nd: Breon Ansley
Breon is still knocking around
the top of the division, but solely on
experience at this point I think. He
too is an older guy, in his 40s, and so
has begun to slip. But, what age does
bring is muscle maturity. The amount
of detail Breon’s physique brings is
arguably unrivaled in the classic physique division. This is what keeps him
competitive, combined with his conditioning. Breon does not have a massively classic look; he doesn’t have a
V-taper to rival Urs or the man who
tops my list. But he brings a grainy
look that the aforementioned Dorian
Yates would be proud of, and that will
once again be enough to get him past
the younger Ramon and Urs.
1st: Terrence Ruffin

NFL postseason news

crimination in hiring processes across
the league, Flores listed the Dolphins,
the New York Giants and the Denver
Broncos. Also recalling messages between him and New England Patriots coach Bill Belichick. In the suit,
Flores implies that text messages sent
to him by Bill Belichick, while the Patriots head coach mistakenly believed
he was messaging Brian Daboll, show
that Daboll had already secured the
Giants’ head-coaching job. A gig that
Flores had pursued after parting ways
with the Dolphins. Reportedly, three

days before Flores interviewed for the
position. This is a situation to follow
up closely, given that if any of it is true,
some NFL owners and coaches might
be facing serious legal issues, similar
to ex- Las Vegas Raiders coach.
Aaron Rodgers, Kyler Murray,
and overall QB situation
Finally, stranded star QB Deshaun Watson, who faces several
charges for sexual assault, will have
his situation sorted out this upcoming
month, where we will know if he will
be able to not only play, but perhaps

face some jailtime. Or on the other
side, he will finally be traded from
Houston to any QB-needy squad. (extend a bit more at the beginning here,
Rodgers might be traded, and Murray
is facing administration and contract
problems. Russ Wilson wants out of
the seahawks.)
Finally, it is worth to mention
how this week, not only the NFL, but
other major American leagues, are
looking to move forward from COVI19 protocols. Exposing changes that
come from not requiring vaccination,

UFC 272: Grudge match of the year

AKA Ruff Diesel, Terrence is
a regular fixture at the summit of
top shows. He has now placed second two years in a row at the O, and
won the Arnold last time out. And
this year, he is looking quite frankly
scary. His prep is clearly going more
according to plan than his last Arnold
appearance, during which he looked
as though he would be coming in off
up until right before showtime. This
year, however, we may be looking at
the best physique Terrence has ever
brought to the stage. The balance in
his physique is something to behold,
not to mention the conditioning he
is on track to bring. The cuts in his
quads, hamstrings, and arms were
already at show level weeks ahead
of time. And of course, his structure
us arguably second best only to the
champ, a certain Mr. Bumstead, in
the entire division. Terrence will certainly win the O one day, and even
more certainly walk the Arnold once
again in 2022.

to having a full capacity, or even allowing guests to not wear a mask.
Of course all of these changes might
be prejudicial for public health, but
profitable to all these leagues. There
has been np word from public entities that might suggest blocking this
movement. With professional sports
leagues having lost several millions in
revenue this past year, it is no surprise
that they are looking to earn back the
money they lost. Definitely something
to look at.

roster against a strong contender in
Kevin Holland. Holland, known for
his excellent striking and trash-talk
in the ring, has a point to prove as he
has suffered his last 2 defeats against
top middleweight contenders Vettori
and Brunson. Dropping to welterweight to face Oliveira, Holland will
have to use this tune-up fight to regain his footing and start a winning
streak like he had just a couple of
years ago when he racked up 5 wins
in under a year. Holland promised
to send Oliveira into retirement, so
there are high expectations on both
sides to save face.
Next up on the card and the third
fight of the night sees the legendary
highlight-worthy fighter Edson Barboza taking on an Arkansas farm boy

loss to Giga Chikadze, where he was
bested in the striking. He sits at 2-2
in his new endeavor at featherweight
after switching from lightweight and
has much to prove in the weight class
if he wants to make a potential title
run. Mitchell on the other hand is facing his toughest opponent to date as
he takes on an elite level striker and
veteran with much more experience
than him. Mitchell is undeterred by
the challenge as his grappling has not
been defeated by anyone in the octagon to date. If the fight stays on the
feet, it is open season for Barboza, but
the second it hits the canvas, Mitchell
will have the utmost advantage over
the legend.
The Co-main event was originally set to be between two-division

side of the top 15 in the lightweight
rankings. Dos Anjos, sporting a highlevel Jiu-Jistu and striking pedigree
as well sits at #6 in the rankings. The
veteran Dos Anjos has had a tough
time making fights work out for him
the last two years with his last fight
being a short notice fight against a
now retired Paul Felder in Dos Anjos’ return to the lightweight division
back in November of 2020. Dos Anjos has been a replacement fighter for
title fights and has had to pull out of
fights due to COVID and injuries on
both sides. The matchup is perfect for
Moicano as he has everything to gain
with a victory, but the fight spells out
bad news for Dos Anjos with a loss as
it would be to an unranked opponent.
Both fighters have more submission

differences arose and Covington left
their gym at American Top Team.
Since their split, both have challenged
for the title twice, with both suffering
two defeats to the champion Kamaru
Usman. Jorge Masvidal boasts some
of the best and clever striking in the
welterweight division, boasting some
of the best highlight knockouts in his
last 3 wins. Since then, Masvidal has
only fought Usman twice, losing both
and getting brutally knocked out for
the first time in his career in their last
altercation. Both fighters are coming
off losses to the champ as Covington
most recently lost to Usman in November of last year via unanimous
decision (questionable). The fight is
not a clear #1 contender fight for the
title, but the winner would likely find

in Bryce Mitchell, who has not seen a
loss in his professional MMA career.
Barboza needs almost no introduction as any fan of the sport is likely
familiar with his devastating knockout highlights that have sent stiff opponents crashing into the canvas as a
result of his devastating power in his
punches and kicks. Wielding some of
the best kicks the UFC has ever seen,
Barboza is always lethal from any
range, whether attacking low or high.
Bryce Mitchell on the other hand does
not boast too much in the striking department in comparison to Barboza
but specializes on the ground where
he has been able to drown opponents
with his strong wrestling and jiu-jitsu abilities. Barboza is coming off a

legend and former lightweight champion Rafael Dos Anjos and the surging Rafael Fiziev in a matchup I was
looking forward to as much as the
main event. Unfortunately, Fiziev
pulled out of the fight during fight
week due to COVID. To save the fight,
Renato Moicano, who just fought in
mid-February, stepped up to take the
fight at 155-lbs. Moicano’s last fight
against Alexander Hernandez left
him without much damage as he submitted Hernandez early in the second
round. Moicano is on a 2-win streak
after suffering a loss to the original
opponent, Rafael Fiziev back in December of 2020. Moicano sports an
elite grappling pedigree and wellversed striking pedigree but sits out-

victories than knockouts, thus it will
be interesting to see the Jiu-Jitsu
at play during the fight. Dos Anjos
seems to have the strength and experience advantage over the young
Moicano, but should be a challenging
fight for both fighters still.
The main event and the biggest
PPV draw of the year, aside from McGregor possibly returning, finally has
Colby Covington and Jorge Masvidal
settling their personal beef within
the octagon. The two were former
training partners as Covington, the
all-American division 1 wrestler, was
brought in to Masvidal’s camp to improve the grappling ability of Masvidal. As the two progressed through
the UFC’s welterweight division,

themselves fighting for the title soon
after. Covington’s grappling ability
and immense cardio are unmatched
by all in the division barring the
champion. The fight is the ideal grappler versus striker scenario. Masvidal
will likely see victory if he can keep
the fight standing, but Colby is utterly dominant in the takedown and
pacing and can keep the fight right
where he wants it if Masvidal cannot defend his takedown attempts.
With the two being former training
partners, they know their tricks and
little habits, and will make this fight
a lot more interesting than it would
be otherwise. Drama aside, this fight
is a great match-up and a must-watch
fight of the year.

VARIETY
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Goosepimples
By Madeleine Corum

Song of the Week: Hold On by
Matt the Electrician
After it all, I still got chills.
On Friday afternoon, I drove
with my friends to Cable, Wisconsin
for the American Birkebeiner, an
international cross-country ski
race. One of my friends was racing the Birkie for the first time on
Saturday, so we were all accompanying him for emotional support
and what we hoped would be a nice
8th week vacation. We were planning to get in around 6 so he could
go to bed early and rest well before
the race. Spoiler alert: He didn’t.
Gasoline, kerosene, sometimes the world is up in flames.
When we arrived Friday
night, the plumbing in our cabin
didn’t work. Yikes! Over the next
three hours the owner of the cabin
came in and out trying to get it
fixed, calling the previous owner,
an emergency plumbing service,
and even his mother, all while my
friend was waxing his skis in the
living room and we were going
through our schedule for Saturday.
Once when the owner was out, my
friend showed us a TikTok video. It
was a parody of the “Veronica Open
the Door” song as if done by Mort
and King Julian from Madagascar.
That should be enough to explain
why we collapsed onto the couch
in fits of laughter until the owner
came back. For the rest of the trip,
at random moments we’d fiercely
whisper “King Julian, King Julian,
open the door please!” in each
other’s ears whenever things got a
little too intense.
When it was clear the plumbing wouldn’t be fixed that night,
the owner sent us to stay the
night in his mom Darlene’s liv-

ing room. We were finally settled
in and asleep, when around 2am
one of my friends vomited in poor
Darlene’s bathroom. Also at 2am,
our skier hadn’t slept a wink, and
we realized we were four queer
people sleeping in a complete
stranger’s house in the-middle-ofnowhere Wisconsin. Perhaps as a
coping mechanism, we found this
situation profoundly hilarious and
spent the next 10 minutes muffling
our laughter into our pillows so as
not to wake Darlene up (throwback to the giggles article from
November).
Birds eye view is always true.
The ground is far away.
Three and a half hours later,
my friend had vomited again and
found out they’d gotten a stomach
virus from their housemates, and
our skier had managed to sleep not
a single minute the entire night
before his race. So Birkie day was
off to a great start!
While our skier was slogging
through his 50 kilometers, the rest
of us spent most of the day in
the car, calling the cabin owner’s
friend Donna to make arrangements for that night and helping
our sick friend vomit and stay
hydrated. By the time we picked
our skier up at the finish line, both
of them were just about dead, and
my roommate and I (usually the
immature ones of the group) were
left in charge. Our genius solution
was to take off our skier’s shoes
and try to stretch him in the back
seat of the car before we left. He
ended up putting them back on
and stretching by himself, and that
was about the extent of our effectiveness as caregivers.
On the way home, though, he
fell asleep with his head in my lap,
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and I ran my fingers through his
hair, watching the snow-covered
trees pass by outside.
When signals cross, don’t get
lost, you’ll see with your own eyes.
We did manage to haul everyone to Donna’s place, a wintry getaway in the north pole complete
with Christmas lights, a tree, and
figurines of ducks wearing Packers
jerseys and green and yellow Santa
hats. Compared to the hell we’d
been through, it was a perfectly
satisfactory purgatory. We ate,
watched Spongebob, got our ears
talked off by Donna, slept, and
those of us who hadn’t thrown
up yet managed to continue not
doing so.
Yesterday, back safe and
sound and thankfully not sick at
Lawrence, I found a video on my
phone of that first drive. Before
we knew about the plumbing,
before we knew about the stomach
bug. Before the lack of sleep, and
before Darlene and Donna and the
Christmas paraphernalia. It was
during sunset on Friday, and we
were passing from the snow-covered woods to a tiny town on a
frozen lake. A silly pop song was
playing, my roommate was cracking jokes, our skier was wearing
his dad sunglasses, and my other
friend had this cute grin on their
face right before they burst into
laughter.
In spite of everything that
happened to ruin it for us, I get
chills thinking about this weekend.
I get chills, and I smile, because I
spent it with them.
Hold onto me with both
hands, you can close your eyes
again. And I’ll stay with you
tonight.

By Isabella Thompson

River Bug Etiquette: Preparing for
Spring Term's Crowded Campus
By Jeff Mason
Winter is slowly coming to a
close here at Lawrence University.
The snow is melting, the sky is
bright, and on some days the
temperature eclipses 40 degrees.
Ask any Wisconsinite and they’ll
tell you that these are the telltale
signs of the transition from winter
into the next season. Of course,
in Wisconsin, that next season is
“fool’s spring,” followed by “second winter,” then “mud season,”
and then spring (though spring
is typically overshadowed by the
following season, “construction”).
Nevertheless, as spring inches its
way closer, it becomes all the more
important that we acknowledge
the bug in the room. To help guide
Lawrentians through the turmoil
that can be river bug season, we’ve
compiled a thorough FAQ.
Q: What are river bugs?
A: The proper term is actually
caddisflies, and they are a species
of river-dwelling insects that lay
eggs in the water. As adults, they
fly out of the river in large, impressive swarms. These bugs are commonly considered a nuisance, but
they are actually the sign of a healing ecosystem here along the Fox
River. They are a vital part of the
environment here, and while they
may accidentally fly into you every
once in a while, they are passive
and do not bite.
Q: Why do they have to
swarm up all over campus?
A: For a few weeks towards
the end of spring term, you’ll notice
massive swarms of riverbugs circling the tops of trees and gathering along the sides of the buildings. They will stick around for
the whole summer into autumn,
but many of them will awaken at
the same timetowards the end of
May. These insects know their life
is quite short and therefore their
highest priority is to breed. In
many ways, Lawrentians and river
bugs really aren’t all that different.
Q: What should I do if a river
bug gets into my dorm room?
A: Do not panic. The river
bug likely just wanted a nice calming break from the outside world,
but has now gotten trapped. It’s
a lot like going to the spa for a
relaxing vacation, only to find that
all the doors have been locked and
you are now trapped inside of the
spa. Gently place a cup over the
river bug and bring them outside
so they can enjoy the rest of their
life.

Q: I’ve heard that river bugs
will fly into my mouth — yuck! Is
this true?
A: Yes and no. River bugs
never intend to do such things, but
they are curious beings.They have
just as much a right to explore
everything on campus as you do.
Besides, you’re never really in
danger if a river bug flies into
your mouth. The real danger is
for the bugs, who run the risk of
being swallowed, stepped on, or
(unfortunately) even swatted to
death. For everyone’s safety, it is
probably best that you minimize
the amount of time you spend
outside during river bug swarms.
Also, if ten or more river bugs
land on your sweatshirt, legally it’s
theirs now.
Q: What do river bugs eat?
A: As juveniles, river bugs
catch food particles in the river
and grow up eating that. As adults,
they have grown to enjoy buffalo chicken wraps and hot chocolates from the cafe. River bugs are
well known for their exceptional
taste in food, though they have
yet to organize a substantive culinary culture due to their species’
oppression. In the event that you
donate a clamshell of food to your
river bug neighbors, you should
stick around to ward off any wasps
looking to bully the river bugs
out of their rightful bounty. Birds
should also be killed on sight.
River bugs are a mutualistic species for Lawrentians and deserve
your protection.
Q: What are the political
goals of river bugs in the near
future?
A: We believe that all men
are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.
River bugs are only one step better. In addition to an increased
voice in The Lawrentian, the river
bugs demand accountability for
those who slaughter them in the
street and sweep their corpses
around like dirt. They demand
a statue be erected outside of
Andrew Commons in honor of all
those souls who gave their lives
to repopulate and revitalize the
motherland of the Fox River.
We hope this has prepared
you for the change to come this
spring, Lawrentians!
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Attack of the
Macaroni Dragons

5

Weekly Crossword
By Kelly Foy

By Mara Logan

Answers to last
week’s crossword:

Faërie

By Therese McCoy
When I tell people that my
son is beyond stupid, they generally assume I’m just being cold, calloused, and cruel. For once, I am
going to lay out the facts beforeI die
so that you can see what I mean.
It all started when he told me he
was going to get married. I said
he would have to move out if he
wanted to do that and not to expect
a cent from me because it was never
going to work. He found that rather insulting and left before the day
was out. When he came back a year
later, he had amangy old donkey at
his heels. My son claimed that this
decrepit beast, who looked as if he
had no business even being alive,
was to make his fortune. With that,
he started tugging on the wretched
beast’s ears until one of them just
fell off. I was furious and chased
him off the premises. A year later,
he came back again. This time he
carried a rotting old table on his
back. Claiming that he would never
be hungry again, he thumped the
deteriorating slab of wood parading
as a piece of furniture on the floor
and started shouting at it to ‘be covered’. Now do you see what I mean?
Needless to say, I sent him running
again. The time of year when he rolls
around with his stupid schemes is
now approaching again, but I doubt
I’ll make it. I really have no desire
to see what he comes up with next;
perhaps it’ll be a shovel that can dig
a magical well at his command, at
least that way he’ll have something
with which to dig my grave.
***
I’ll never forget the first time
the boy came to my inn with that
beautiful donkey. I turned him away
at first because there was no way
someone that tatteredand dishev-

eled was going to be able to afford
a room. Then, I saw him walk away
a few feet and gently turn down one
of the beast’s ears. You can imagine
how staggered I was to see the gold
come out of that donkey’s mouth. Of
course, that night I swapped out this
goldmine of beast for the mangy old
ass I had. The boy wasnaïve enough
to walk away with it. Thus began the
blissful years of my life. When he
showed up again, I foolishly denied
him again. He didn’t have his goldpuking donkey to pay for his meal
this time. But to my wonder, he now
had a table that would cover itself
with a magnificent feast at a word.
Naturally, I took advantage of the
silly lad again and swapped this table
out with an old board I had locked
up somewhere. The fool fell for it
again too. Today’s the day he comes
again and this time it looks like he’s
carrying some sort of club or stick. I
wonder if it shoots out wine or plays
music?
***
Poor bloke never knew what
hit him. He was a nasty thief and a
cheat, though, so he had it coming. I
will openly admit that it was incredibly naïve of me to have left the
beast and the table free for the taking while I slept, but the innkeeper
still deserved the club in the head.
Now that I have this excellent club
that strikes down all my enemies
at my command, no one can take
advantage of me again. I am mildly
saddened by my father’s death. He
was cruel but I had hoped to get the
chance to show him that I wasn’t
a completely useless nitwit. More
importantly, however, now I can get
married in peace and we will never
be poor or hungry or threatened
again.

Life
Lyrics
By Grace Reyes
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Performer Features: Cultural Expressions
Lucian Baxter

Features Editor
____________________________

I

Raven Ganaway got to see a step dance
performance when she was 8 years old, immediately fell in love, and became a stepper for five
years. She went on to participate in other forms
of dance such as jazz, modern, and hip-hop. To
this day, dance is something she always makes
time for, which is saying a lot, considering how
taxing a Lawrence schedule can be.
She performed three dances at Cultural
Expressions. The first was a dance from
Normani’s music video for “Wild Side,” which
came out on July 15, 2021. The dance captured
Ganaway’s attention instantly, so when she
found a resource online where she could learn
the dance from the original choreographers,
she immediately got involved. Friends encouraged her to audition to perform “Wild Side” at
Cultural Expressions, so, despite nervousness
about her first solo dance performance, she took
the plunge. She admitted, “I was scared, but I’m
glad I did it because it was so fun.”
Next, Ganaway danced to “Fever” by
Beyonce with a friend, Chloe Thomas. Ganaway
first heard the song in the 2003 movie “The
Fighting Temptations,” which she described as
having “90s vibes, with a jazz club where people
would come to slow dance and watch musicians;” it’s a dream of hers to go to a place like
that in real life, so she brought that vibe to life in
the dance. Finally, the last dance Ganaway took
part in was Afrofusions, choreographed by BSU
Co-President Amaka Uduh.
This was her second year participating in
Cultural Expressions; she also performed during
her first year at Lawrence, pre-pandemic. She
recalled, “At my first Cultural Expressions, I got
to showcase step, which is my first love in dance,
and I got to do a performance of Afrofusion
dance too.”
There were three new surprises at this
year’s performance: Ganaway got to dance alone
for the first time, danced with a friend, and
didn’t do step (though she did lead a step workshop as part of BSU’s Black History Month event
series!). Other things carried over to this year’s
performance; Ganaway shared, “The thing that
stayed the same is that I performed Afrofusions
both years, and there was as much excitement in
my first year as there was this year.”
Ganaway reflected that this year, “A large
part of the audience had never seen Cultural
Expressions or even knew what it was until the
performance, so we got to introduce it in a way,
unlike my first year, where a lot of people who
came to the show were familiar with Cultural
Expressions and knew what to expect.”
A highlight of the evening for Ganaway
was watching fellow performer Sarah Navy’s
vocal performance, a cover of “I Was Here” by
Beyonce. Ganaway shared that she has a lot of
admiration for Navy, so seeing Navy perform
made her “really proud and happy,” but was
also very emotional, because it came with the
knowledge that this was Navy’s last Cultural
Expressions performance before her graduation.
Performing gave Ganaway a ton of new
experiences behind the scenes, including working with tech crew, creating her own wardrobe,
and figuring out makeup. Ganaway reflected,
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“I learned that the people working behind the
scenes carry as much weight as the people we
see onstage performing.” She also noted the
importance of having a creative outlet that is “a
safe space for Black students and other students
of color on campus to be comfortable enough
to even participate, and know that the space is
for them.”

II

Tomi Oladunjoye spends a lot of time in
SOL Studios, the student-run recording studio
in the basement of the Con. Though he isn’t
technically majoring in music yet, and is still in
the process of figuring out if the BMA degree
path is right for him, he calls the studio his ““second home.” Oladunjoye works with ambience
and consciously chooses to work with frequencies that encourage calmness or creativity in the
listener. His creative process involves mixing
and matching many different sounds and instruments to see what works, pursuing the sounds
that best tell a story.
For Cultural Expressions, Oladunjoye
shared a sound bath he created, titled “Wound.”
A sound bath is an opportunity for listeners to
sink into the music and imagine their own story
in the sounds. He shared that his intent was to
offer the audience “a chance to be the creative
ones, a chance to be the narrator.” Similarly,
Oladunjoye thinks of his role as that of a storyteller, and his work as “poetry in frequency.”
He shared the story that was told in
“Wound”: “Imagine you’re a soldier in the
17th century, in the misty forest. You have two
options: you can either run away out of fear or
continue to fight, knowing you might die, but
that you will die with honor. And if you don’t die,
you will rise triumphant.” When he first composed “Wound” over a year ago, he was feeling
down, and composed the piece for himself as a
way to lift himself up: “I’m losing in this particular part of my life, but I will continue to fight.”
Oladunjoye first saw Cultural Expressions
during his first year at Lawrence, before the
pandemic began, and was struck by the dances,
poems, and the “beauty of creativity”. When it
came time for auditions this year, he knew he
had to take part.
“Wound” was the opener of Cultural
Expressions, and Oladunjoye hoped that starting the evening with a sound bath that invited
the audience to exert their own creative agency
helped them to continue to listen deeply and
make meaning for the rest of the evening. He
shared, “When my track was playing, I felt
connected to everybody, because we were all
listening to the same music. Even though I was
connected to everybody, everybody was experiencing their own story, and that’s exactly what
I wanted.” He continued, “The uniqueness of
what people can create is why I did it -- because
people don’t know they have a unique voice, but
one way to cultivate that is through music.”
You
can
find
Oladunjoye’s music on
SoundCloud under the name
T O M 1, and you can listen
to “Wounds” by scanning the
QR code to the right. Keep an To listen to T O M 1’s
“Wounds,” scan the QR
eye out for his music to be on
code above.
Spotify sometime soon!
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III

Monique Johnson has been writing since
she was 9 years old, but her performance at
Cultural Expressions this year was only her fifth
time performing spoken word live. Her first
spoken word performance took place during
her sophomore year of high school for a Black
History Month event, and led to the opportunity
to perform at Eric Garner’s commemoration.
Writing is Johnson’s personal escape, or
as she put it, “It’s the easiest way that I can
think of to manage my emotions.” She has
amassed several bodies of written work, and
while she sometimes pulls material and inspiration from her archives, she wrote her performance piece, “U.N.I.T.Y.,” specifically for
Cultural Expressions.
The theme of Cultural Expressions this
year was “Unity,” which felt very timely for
Johnson. She particularly connected with the
theme because one of her minors is in ethnic
studies; she shared that in her classes she’s been
thinking a lot “about how the Black community
don’t really support and uplift each other as they
should and why.” Her spoken word performance
was targeted toward the Black community, saying, “We need to support each other more, uplift
each other, and stuff like that.”
As a returning performer, Johnson pointed
out some differences she noticed from last year’s
Cultural Expressions. She shared, “It felt more
like I was actively present because last year we
were virtual. All of our performances were prerecorded and then synched into a video. There’s
just something about having a live performance
that adds extra support to the entire experience.”
“U.N.I.T.Y.” was the second performance of
the lineup, so during rehearsals, Johnson deliberately left after rehearsing her piece. She didn’t
want to see what her fellow performers were
working on, mimicking last year’s rehearsals,
when she didn’t see anyone else’s performance
until the video was presented at the event. She
reflected on finally seeing all the performances
together during the event, “It was just so magical
being able to come together in the same room at
the same time, and be able to share your talents
with one another.” Johnson continued, “I was
just so moved by all of these beautiful BIPOC
individuals just showing their talents. It truly
felt like more of a community, and I feel like
this term I’ve needed that feeling of a supportive
community.”
Johnson related her experience with imposter syndrome on campus, and how Cultural
Expressions helped her feel like she belongs:
“A lot of times on this campus, I feel like I just
don’t belong here, like this isn’t the place for me.
But when Cultural Expressions happened, it’s
like this event, this space, this time was created
for you to be able to use your voice and not be
afraid of being silenced because of it.” She continued, “Performing in a white space – because
that’s what Lawrence is – it’s something that I
truly appreciated […] I just felt like it was a very
amazing space to be appreciated, and for BIPOC
individuals like myself to share our story and
share why we’re so angry and the history behind
it without fear of judgment.”
Participating in Cultural Expressions gave
Johnson fresh insight into what it means to take
your work seriously and to be driven by your
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work. She acknowledged that the rigorous auditions and rehearsals tested her motivation and
her ability to withstand pressure, but concluded,
“This was definitely a solidifying moment for
me. Like, ‘Yes, you need to perform. You need
to say what you need to say. Stop keeping this in
your notebook.’ And so I would definitely say it
influenced my ability to grow as an artist.”

IV

Seckou Soumare and Nate Smith, two
first-years from New York, have been making
music together in SOL Studios since September.
They performed their original song, “Take,” at
Cultural Expressions. Soumare described the
song’s creation as fun and special; he remembers
walking into the studio with some lyrics while
Smith was working on a session for someone
else, and 20 minutes later, the whole song was
written.
Soumare and Smith are also Posse Scholars,
both members of Posse 15; Soumare shared that
making music together has been a fun way to
deepen the connection with his fellow Posse
Scholar.
Rather than studying in the Con, Soumare
is taking a literary approach to his music; his
focus right now is English, though he does hope
to pursue music studies at some point. Cultural
Expressions was actually his first experience
performing his own music in front of people;
he reflected, “I was a little bit lucky because the
spotlight was shining so brightly that I barely
saw anyone [in the audience]. It was my first
time performing in front of people, it was nerve
wracking, but when it was finished, I was so
happy I’d done it.”
The supportive community Soumare found
through Cultural Expressions made all the
nerves worth it; he reminisced, “It’s such a loving community and such a fun space to be in,
surrounded by people of color, being creative
and pushing each other and wanting each other
to be great. There was a lot of support in the
room, and I think that’s beautiful.”
Cultural Expressions requires months of
rigorous rehearsals, and Soumare admits that
this challenged his expectations at first. Initially,
he expected to “get a chance to get up on stage,
show them what I got, and then just get off.”
Now, however, he’s glad of all the time and effort
that he and others put into making Cultural
Expressions appear perfect and effortless, and
he celebrated all the work done in the background by the performers, tech crew, and BSU.
Soumare considers it a blessing that he was
able to be a part of Cultural Expressions. He
reflected, “It’s a big event at Lawrence for good
reason. Black people who have been pushed to
the margins for years are standing up, doing
our own thing, and showing our talents. I think
showing that to the wider community is beautiful.” He continued, “Even though it’s big now, I
actually think it needs to be bigger. I think we
need to expand it […] like maybe perform more
than one night.”
You can find Soumare’s
music on YouTube under the
name SeckouSings, and you
can listen to “Take” by scanTo listen to Soumare’s
ning the QR code to the right. “Take,” scan the QR
code above.
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Meet Earl Simons and Moreau Halliburton, two of the
Watson Fellowship Nominees
Mary Boyle

Staff Writer
________________________________
“Explorers, adventurers and independent,
self-motivated scholars who are passionate to
follow their dream and excited by the prospect of
traveling the world to follow that dream.” These
are the qualifications necessary for receiving the
Watson Fellowship Scholarship.
The Watson is a fellowship program that
grants students one year abroad to pursue their
passions after graduation. To receive the scholarship, graduating seniors must submit a project
proposal that reflects their personal passions
and demonstrates why living abroad would
enhance these passions. This is what makes
the Watson unique— it invests in the person
rather than their proposal. Lawrence University
has four incredible nominees that reflect these
qualities through their own unique and wonderful creativity and passions. I was lucky enough
to speak with two of the nominees, Earl Simons
and Moreau Halliburton, and discuss their proposals to discover what makes their passions
unique.
Earl Simons is a senior from Queens, NY.
Simons is a government major on the international relations track with a minor in ethnic
studies, and his proposal focuses on jazz and
Black identity.
So why focus on jazz? Simons explained
that he has played the trumpet since fifth grade,
and he didn’t know if he wanted to pursue it as a
career, but he always felt connected to music. He
explained, “Not only [do I want] to explore what
jazz means to other people but learn about perspectives outside of my comfortability as well.”
Simons explained that the Black diaspora
caused displacement among Africans, and jazz
helped Black people create what is now Black
culture worldwide. “A prominent component of

that is Black music, specifically jazz. Jazz was
not only created from creativity but, also, the

tures.” Simons seeks to “gain an understanding
of Black music and global Black identity. Black

sons and just finding ways to not only learn from
them but give back.” She shared that she does

racist conditions of life,” Simons remarked. He
continued, “I want to focus on jazz because of
how influential it can be seen worldwide, and
I want to see how [it] has sparked movements
worldwide and/or has had individualistic similarities between different countries.”
To further explore the influence of jazz,
Simons converses with residents and musicians
and plays with them at local restaurants and
bars in Appleton. “I want to explore traditions
of these different countries and how these traditions create culture and cultural meaning.”
Simons yearns to broaden his views of other
cultures and explore outside perspectives.
If Simons receives the Watson Fellowship
Scholarship, he plans on visiting five different countries: Brazil, the Dominican Republic,
France, Japan and South Africa. In Brazil, he
hopes to learn about bossa nova music and jazz
influences. In the Dominican Republic, he wants
to learn more about merengue, its cultural ties
and how this intersects with jazz.
France has a predominantly West African
population, so this would help Simons investigate both jazz and Black influences. Simons
shared that Japan is the outlier, as its Black
population is extremely small. As a result, he
wants to learn why the people of Japan love
jazz. Lastly, he wants to discover how jazz has
influenced the people in South Africa. Simons
explained that he wanted to explore what he
calls the “Boomerang effect” in South Africa—
that is, how music and influences returned to
South Africa during the Black diaspora.
“Exploring outside of the U.S. not only
broadens perspective, but it is a necessity to go
out of comfortability,” Simons stated. Simons
shared that living in an international setting
“introduces you to new ideas, customs and cul-

identity is very different from how Americans
perceive it; there isn’t one type of Black identity.”
Moreau Halliburton, a senior from Los
Angeles, CA, also believes that living in an
international setting will enhance her passions.
Halliburton is a Music Identity Studies major,
a major which she designed herself. Her proposal is titled “The Art of Beading: Creating
Beloved Community.” Halliburton desires to
explore her love of beads in different countries
around the world and “look at [the] connection
between contemporary artists and beadwork
and Indigenous bead work.” Halliburton always
knew that she wanted to travel and learn about
beads; living abroad would aid in her understanding of beads, where they come from and
where they are made.
When asked how she discovered her love of
beading, Halliburton shared, “I started making
jewelry when I was in high school— sophomore
year. It wasn’t until I went to Lawrence that I
learned about Ghana and the music there that
I got hooked with beading, how beads exist in
these different cities and countries around the
world.”
If granted the scholarship, Halliburton
hopes to visit Brazil, Ghana, Taiwan and India.
In these countries, she hopes to collaborate with
and learn from others. “My goal is really to take
everything in, be a good listener, a good collaborator and just find my way in these different
places,” Halliburton stated. She stressed her
desire to learn from these artisans and give back
rather than being a burden. “One goal that I have
is making more connections and [helping] people in any possible way that I can. One thing that
I am going to do in every country is find people
and artisans and bead workers who I can learn
from and monetarily supporting them with les-

not want to “suck up all their energy;” rather, she
wants their work to be a collaboration.
As a result of her love of beading,
Halliburton started her own jewelry business,
HOMELAND BEADING (HLB). “I started HLB
to spread love for Black people and their beautiful cultures and lifestyles,” Halliburton shared.
All beads are sourced from Ghana, and 50 percent of proceeds go to organizations in Ghana.
She explained that there are many different
forms of beading and different meanings; size,
color, how they’re made and who sells them matters. Beads were once traded among enslaved
people, and this gave the beads various meanings.
Halliburton’s love of beading is indisputable. “Beads can find a way to people. It is a
really interesting art form because not many
people would initially think of it as an art form
and especially the act of making beads and how
far back they’ve been around. So my hope for the
Watson committee is [that they] see my passion
and understand how sacred beads are and how
meaningful they are all over the world, and to
make the art form and the artisans who do this
work to be acknowledged.”
Simons and Halliburton deserve to be recognized for all their hard work developing their
beautiful proposals. Their creativity, talent and
dedication are evident and should be shared
with the world. I also want to highlight the two
other nominees that I did not get the chance
to speak with: Derartu Ahmed and Maggie
McGlenn. Ahmed’s proposal examines the intersection of spirituality and modern medicine,
and McGlenn’s proposal focuses on sustainable
clothes making and design. We wish the best of
luck to all four of Lawrence University’s nominees!

Globalizing the struggle against occupation:
Sahwari Arab Democratic Republic

Nathan Wall

Staff Writer
_________________________________
Morocco has a long history of human
rights abuses, occupation, and exploitation of
Indigenous people. It is a monarchy, and has
been under an authoritarian government since
1961, when King Hassan II ascended to the
throne. Hassan’s reign was described as “appalling” by the BBC. The period between 1961
and the early 1990s was known in Morocco as
the Years of Lead, due to Hassan’s authoritarian clampdown after he was crowned King of
Morocco.
During his reign, dissidents were killed,
arrested, tortured and kidnapped, and freedom
of the press was repressed. Among those casualties were Mehdi Ben Barka, considered the father
of the Moroccan left, who was assassinated by
the governments of France and Morocco with
the help of the Israeli Mossad, and Abraham
Serfaty, an activist from the Moroccan Jewish
community who stood up to Hassan and was
jailed for 32 years.
Thousands of protesters were killed by the
state in cities like Casablanca and Marrakech.
Hassan’s government also maintained a secret
mountain prison called Tazmamart, where cells
were cramped, isolated and infested, and prisoners were starved and abused.
King Mohammed VI took over the throne
after the death of Hassan, his father, in 1999.
The human rights situation has only slightly
improved under his reign. Criticism of the king
is prohibited, torture is widespread and prison
conditions remain poor. Journalists are also

routinely harassed and jailed, and the government targets small, independent news outlets
with heavy fines, bankrupting them.
Furthermore, Morocco cooperated with the
Central Intelligence Agency and M16 in the
process of extraordinary rendition, in which
people who were accused of terrorist activity in
the years after 9/11 were kidnapped off of the
streets in places like the United States, Canada,
Britain and Italy, and sent to countries such as
Syria, Egypt, Uzbekistan, Yemen and of course,
Morocco, where they were interrogated by the
CIA as well as the intelligence forces of local
governments and subject to torture and abuse.
Morocco has a bad record when it comes to
Indigenous communities, too. The indigenous
Berbers, who still make up about 60% of the
Moroccan population, have had their culture,

Around the same time, the Polisario Front,
the armed socialist liberation front that believes
in the liberation of the SADR, experienced a
revival, and began to fight against the occupation. Mauritania withdrew in 1979, but Morocco
remained and took over the territory.
Half of the Sahrawi population fled to
Algeria after the Moroccan invasion, and to this
day, the Sahrawis maintain a de-facto capital at
the refugee camp in Tindouf, Algeria. Conflict
broke out between the Polisario Front and the
Moroccan government, and in 1987, Morocco
completed a wall that separated the 80% of the
territory that Morocco controls from the 20%
controlled by the SADR.
The SADR is rich in oil, fish and phosphates, and Moroccan and multinational companies exploit those resources. Even the sand

Although there has been an official ceasefire between Morocco and the SADR since 1991,
the conflict has continued, Morocco has continued to sabotage the possibility of independence
referendums, and the Moroccan state continues
to arrest, harass and kidnap Sahrawi activists. In
2018, Democracy Now! reporter Amy Goodman
traveled to the SADR, where she was harassed
by security forces and witnessed protesters being
violently repressed, including one woman who
was violently sexually assaulted by a soldier.
On Dec. 10, 2020, Trump officially recognized Morocco’s sovereignty over the SADR, in
return for King Mohammed VI recognizing the
Israeli occupation of the Palestinian Territories.
According to Hamdi Toubali, a Sahrawi student,
journalist and activist, the Moroccan government broke the ceasefire on Nov. 13, 2020,

language, and names suppressed by the dominant Arab culture. The wealth and literacy gap
between Arabs and Berbers in Morocco is stark,
and the Moroccan government has a history
of heavy-handed military responses to Berbers
demanding human rights.
Another Indigenous population that has
been oppressed by the Moroccan government
is the Sahrawis, who live in the Sahrawi Arab
Democratic Republic (SADR), also known as
Western Sahara.
To understand how the occupation of the
SADR started, we have to go back to 1976, when
Spain relinquished control over the Spanish
Sahara. Spain promised a referendum on independence, but instead signed the Madrid Pact,
handing the territory over to Morocco and
Mauritania after Spain withdrew.

from the Sahrawi coast is stolen and shipped
overseas to build vacation resorts in wealthy
countries. The United States and Morocco have
always been close, with Morocco being the first
country to recognize our nation’s independence,
and these ties have remained even as the human
rights situation has seriously deteriorated in
Morocco.
Former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
and Former President Gerald Ford conspired
to rig the U.N. Security Council vote against
the Sahrawis, President Jimmy Carter provided Morocco with weapons and military aid,
President Ronald Reagan supported King
Hassan during the end of the Years of Lead,
and President George W. Bush strengthened
our military ties with Morocco during the War
on Terror.

after opening fire on unarmed protesters in
Guerguerat, SADR. These events have led to the
conflict boiling over in recent years.
After the fighting broke out, government repression against the Sahrawis, which
was already bad, increased significantly.
Protests have been met with excessive violence.
Kidnappings, arrests, and arbitrary searches and
seizures have become more and more commonplace, and opponents of the government are sent
to horrendous prisons on trumped up charges.
The United States and the West have the
power to end this occupation by cutting off
military aid and refusing to trade products stolen from Sahrawis. Biden can reverse Trump’s
betrayal of the Sahrawis, but whether he chooses
to do so or not remains to be seen.
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College Ave Rewind(s):
Spring break

Olivia Zimberoff
Columnist

_____________________________

Mikayla Henry
Columnist

_____________________________

It’s our final edition of the
term, and spring break is finally just
around the corner for Lawrentians.
Though the break itself is only a little
over a week in length, it still provides
ample time for students and staff
alike to relax, unwind and possibly
forget all they’ve learned over the
past ten weeks. And, of course, it
gives everyone a chance to finally
catch up on some pleasure reading before the assigned readings for
spring term start to pile up. For the
final edition of the term, I’m going
to talk about some books that I’m
hoping to finally get to during spring
break. And, who knows, maybe some
of the titles will jump out at you and
encourage you to read along with
me. Or, if nothing here catches your
eye, hopefully it’ll at least encourage
you to find some different titles that
pique your interest. Without further
ado, let’s get to the final recommendations for the term.
The first title on my list is
The Witch’s Heart by Genevieve
Gornichec. The work is a mythological retelling, and to those who have
been reading the column for a while,
you know that fact alone automatically qualifies itself to be on my list
of books to read. After all, I’m nothing if not a sucker for mythology.
Centered around the characters and
mythos of Norse mythology, the tale
follows Angrboda, a witch who is on
the run from Odin, the king of the
gods. As she hides in a remote forest,
she meets Loki, and together they fall
in love and have a family. But as the
years tick by, she slowly senses an
impeding danger coming for her and
her family and seeks to prevent it at
any cost. I’m especially intrigued by
this work since it focuses on Norse
mythology, rather than the usual
Greek mythology, just for a different
perspective and array of characters.
If you love mythological retellings as
much as I do, or at the very least read
this article, saw the name “Loki” and
immediately pictured Marvel’s handsome antihero, then this book may
be for you.
Another title on my list is

Piranesi by Susanna Clarke. Piranesi
lives alone in an impossible house,
though labyrinth may be a better
term for it. The rooms in the house
are infinite, an ocean floods the hallways and staircases, and none of
the hundreds of statues seem identical in the slightest. The only other
being in Piranesi’s life is “The Other,”
who appears twice a week to implore
Piranesi to help him with researching some great knowledge. Soon,
evidence appears of another being
living in the house, making Piranesi
question everything he ever knew
about the house and his purpose in
it. I truly don’t know what to expect
from this one – at its core, it sounds
like a fantastical mystery. If you want
a quick, light-hearted fantasy read,
then this book might be right up
your alley.
The last title for this week is
These Violent Delights by Micah
Nemerever, a dark academia work.
Paul and Julian meet in college and
are unexplainably drawn to one
another and end up forming an allconsuming friendship. Yet as Julian’s
cruel side starts to show, Paul is desperate to hold on to the one person
in his life that he sees as an equal.
As tensions – and passions – rise,
the two find themselves compelled
to commit an act of horrible violence, shining a light on just how
dangerous their friendship truly is.
Described as a cross between The
Secret History and Call Me By Your
Name, this book certainly grabbed
my interest. Dark academia is one of
my other favorite sub-genres, and my
expectations are rather high for this
one. If you like dark academia – as a
subgenre, clothing style or otherwise
– and liked books such as The Secret
History or If We Were Villains, then
maybe you should pick up this book
and read along with me.
That’s all for this term’s recommendations! I’ll be back in the
spring with a few more books up
my sleeve to recommend. But, for
now, I want to wish good luck to all
of the Lawrentians who have finals
approaching. I hope you all have
a wonderful spring break, and, as
always, happy reading!
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Today is Mar. 4, marking the end
of the ninth week in our sight. One
more week, four more days of classes,
and then Spring Break 2022 is near. A
major advantage of our 10-week terms
is the nice break between each term to
relax, do anything besides schoolwork
and put the past term behind us. Our
glorious winter break is six weeks long
and spring break is nearly two weeks.
Some people go to their hometowns
or visit relatives or friends, and others
stay here on campus. No matter where
you go and what you do, it is a break
from the “Lawrence busy,” which is
most often a much-needed break for
all. I love my spring breaks. Spring
weather can be mild and sometimes
even warm. Sometimes, I take a trip,
I read a book or two, binge some TV,
hang out with my family and friends
and just be content being at home. So,
if you run out of things to do or watch,
here are a couple of possible ideas to
keep you entertained while you relish
in not having deadlines.
TikTok. I quit cold turkey last
year out of an obsession with this
amazing app. I figured I would watch

Instagram reels instead, worse, but

than once due to your utmost love

not as addicting. With its comedy,
dance, lifehacks, dogs slipping on the
floor, it has everything. Whether you
are addicted to TikTok like much of
the population or not, you’ve likely
explored this app. TikTok recipes. It’s
a thing. This could be your time to
make some crazy, wild, sometimes
slightly odd and often delicious food!
Not sure where to start? I got you.
First, there is Emily Mariko’s salmon
and rice bowl. If you have not made
this yet, it is incredibly easy and delicious. Or search for the tiny cupcake queen Melissa Ben-Ishay, more
famously known as Baked by Melissa.
She makes a delicious cabbage-based
salad with a green goddess dressing to
pair with tortilla chips or eat straight
out of the bowl. Simple, crunchy,
fresh and very yummy. If you have
no interest in these two recipes or
have already tried them, just look up
food on the search page and the world
is your oyster. There is so much out
there. And maybe you can do a dance
challenge or two to burn off some of
those calories.
Next up is comfort movies and
TV, meaning series or stand-alone
movies that you have watched more

for them. For me, this is the sevenseason-long Gilmore Girls, various
episodes of The Office, the fabulous
movie Love Actually and the Star
Wars series. I watch all of these at
least once or twice a year. I know it,
I love it, so why not watch it again?
Something that has been on my list for
a while now is to read all of the “Harry
Potter” books again and then watch
all of the movies. Another idea is to
watch all the best pictures that are
nominated for the Academy Awards,
prepare yourself, pick a movie and bet
on it with friends and see which movie
walks away with that Oscar.
Most importantly, don’t forget
to move your body. With all of the
sitting and staring at our screens we
do throughout the day, we could all
use some fresh air. Turn some music
on and go on that walk. Play fetch
with your dog or your neighbor’s dog.
They need that outdoor time too. The
weather is getting warmer, so throw
that outdoor soiree you’ve planned
all winter. I believe in you. Good luck
with the end of term and finals! Have
a fantastic spring break, no matter if
you are crazy busy or doing nothing at
all! I’ll see you in spring term!

Collaboration, creativity and
consonance with the choir

David Pickar

Ben Keating, bassist Ryan Erdmann
and drummer David Pickar.
_____________________________
Next, Viking Bass Clef Ensemble
For those of you who didn’t come
(made up of low voices) took the stage
to see at least one of your friends perand sang their first two numbers and
form in Friday night’s choir concert
performed “Cielito Lindo Huasteco”
on Friday, Feb. 25 at 8 pm, I’m sorry
with the full instrumental compliment
for you. You missed an amazing night
of the LU Mariachi Ensemble (LUMÉ)
of rousing performances. The conled by Jando Valdez. A brief intermiscert opened with LU Vocal Spectrum
sion followed, and then the Concert
(LUVS) performing the classic “Singin’
Choir took the stage. Their second
in the Rain” by Nacio Herb Brown
song, “Kyrie” by Heinrich Schutz,
and Arthur Freed. This ensemble was
featured Willy Quijano playing the
newly formed to celebrate the vocal
theorbo, a sort of oversized lute with
spectrum of various genres, focusing
additional bass strings.
primarily on vocal jazz arrangements
A later piece, “Musiciens qui
for eight voices. It kind of sounded
chantez à plaisir” by Hubert Walrant,
like a barbershop quartet, but better
was a fun work featuring choreograand less gimmicky. Their other tune,
phy and posters which told the audi“Once Upon a Dream” by Kirby Shaw,
ence whimsical instructions on how
highlighted extended harmonies in a
to teach a choir to sing, told from
slower, more traditional chorale-style.
the perspective of a frustrated choir
Then came the shanties! With
director. It was both a laugh-inducing
a foot-stompin’, arm-swingin’, floorsuccess to the audience of tired choral
directors in Chicago and to the LU
concertgoers, who enjoyed a hearty
giggle as well. Concert Choir’s closing
number, “I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes,”
featured the compelling virtuosity of Sarah Navy’s solo soprano and
provided an appropriately stunning
closer to their portion of the concert.
It’s worth noting here from Dr.
Sieck’s program that “The Lawrence
Concert Choir just performed
a thrilling eight-song sequence
at the American Choral Directors
Association [ACDA] Midwestern
Region conference last Friday, Feb.
18, at the Harris Theatre in Chicago,”
which is an incredible honor, one
Viking Bass Clef Ensemble performs with piano accomapaniment during last Friday's choir also shared by Cantala, the other
Staff Writer

shakin’ sauntering entrance, Larry’s
Privateers led “Haul on the Bowline,”
a song in call-and-response form as
the rest of Viking Chorale amassed
behind them on stage: “Haul on the
bowline, the bowline haul!” Their
enthusiasm sustained through their
rendition of “Haul Away, Joe,” while
“Fire Down Below” gave the listener
a brief respite. The last shanty featured a beautiful melody in “Roll,
Northumbria, Roll,” with a tasteful
accompaniment by Matthew DeChant
on the accordion. The rest of Viking
Chorale’s portion was noticeably
put-together and engaging. “For This
Joy” featured a teaching rendition
of the tune of “Praise to the Lord,
the Almighty” with a re-worked text,
featuring Carley Brenner on clarinet. Viking Chorale’s concert portion
closed with the seasonally appropriate
reminder of sunshine: “On the Sunny
Side of the Street,” joined by pianist

concert.
Photo by Jamie Dong.

See page 12

March 4, 2022

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Student Recital:
Emma Jones

Taylor Hughes
Staff Writer

____________________________

On Saturday, Feb. 23, senior
soprano vocalist Emma Jones performed several works by artists of
various nationalities in the Memorial
Chapel. Audience members roared
with applause and adoration after
each work, Jones radiating in her joy
of vocal performance.
Her first two songs were in
Baroque Italian, accompanied by
Jackson Peters on guitar. There is
something special about the Italian
language, specifically its wide range
of dialects and abundance of vowel
sounds not traditionally utilized in
the English language. When mixed
with the language of music, Jones’
voice flowed from one moment to
the next, creating a poetic, emulating tune. Jones described this collaborative piece as one of her favorite
moments on the road to her recital
performance, feeling “vulnerable,
but good” in her final performance.
She stated how these songs remind
her of how “music lends itself well
to expressing emotion,” tying that
feeling to the positive feedback she
received post-performance.
Following this, accompanied by
Ben Keating on piano, came three
French songs by “three different composers, each with their own distinct
style.” The stark contrast of the pieces
not only from those of other languages, but with each other, created
a fascinating dynamic in the concert’s
structure. The second of the French
selections had much more emphasis
on the sharp rhythm and beats, while
some of the others focused, like the
Italian pieces, on more of a flow from
one note to the next. Jones revealed
her history with these French songs,
having performed them in her hometown for a past recital. She shared
how “French is probably the language
I feel most comfortable with,” having

taken many French classes at both the
high school and collegiate level.
Jones proceeded to perform
both a “delicate” Portuguese set and
a “flashy German opera” set, once
again showing the different dynamics of the languages. While there are
many challenges performance presents, Jones revealed how she really
needed to learn to trust herself while
performing particularly high notes in
the German pieces, emphasizing how
“singing is a mental game,” one where
one needs to be both brave and confident in one’s abilities. The recital
closed with a song from the Broadway
hit Waitress, titled “You Matter to
Me,” after which Jones thanked her
parents, friends, audience, professors and Joe Dennis for operating the
super titles and singing the last song
with her.
In our interview exchange after
the performance, Jones shared more
about why she chose the pieces she
did and what she hoped her audience
would get from her performance. One
of her requirements was to use multiple languages, so she used both her
knowledge and those of her peers and
faculty to put it all together. “I really
love languages,” said Jones, with a
special appreciation of the “collaborative aspect” that a multilingual performance brings.
Jones knows that each audience
member takes away something different from her chosen medium. Some
may know the technical aspects, some
may speak one or all of the languages
chosen, while others may have very
little knowledge about music or language in general. Despite that, Jones
hopes that all who were in attendance
or who reviewed her performance
through the livestream “felt the joy
that I felt being up there.” Jones has
been encouraged by the “very heartwarming feedback” and is looking
forward to future performances.

Movies, Movies,
Movies
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Levi Homman
Staff Writer

_____________________________

Titane, 2021, directed by Julia
Ducournau — 4/5 stars
It was an era-defining surprise when Titane, a terse, bizarre
movie from a sophomore horror
director, won the Palme d’Or at the
2021 Cannes Film Festival. Director
Julia Ducournau is only the second
female director to receive the festival’s highest honor, and the film itself
is uniquely disturbing and abstract,
pushing the limits and scope of what
critics recognize on an international
level. Nauseatingly mesmerizing and
surprisingly emotional, Titanetakes
an artistic leap from Ducournau’s last
film Raw into a new territory that
teeters somewhere between David
Cronenberg’s Crash and an entirely
new genre and tone; a certain blend
of unconditional love and unfounded,
unknowable fear. Spoilers follow.
The film stars Agathe Rousselle
as the androgynous and homicidal
Alexia, a woman who, upon enduring a car crash as a child, has a titanium plate fitted into her skull. She’s
later seen as an adult, working as a
showgirl at a car show. When a male
fan follows her back to her car from
the show, she brutally murders him
with the metal hairpin that holds up
her bleach-blonde hair. This is the
first of many shocking and disturbing moments in the film, all of which
feel erratic and explosive, but never

cheap or meaningless. The next step
in the story is the catalyst for the
entire plot, and is perhaps the most
bizarre scene in the entire film. Alexia
returns to the show floor and, after
some prompting, has sex with a car.
It’s a stunningly unexpected moment,
and is absolutely ridiculous in concept, but Ducournau keeps the scene
grounded. The lighting and framing
of the scene is clinical and visceral,
and music is minimal, taking a back
seat to the unnerving foley work that
completes the sequence.
It gets even weirder when Alexia
realizes that she’s pregnant with some
sort of car-human hybrid. Seeking to
escape the legal consequences of her
multiple murders, she dramatically
alters her appearance and poses as
a missing boy from a decade earlier. The boy’s father, a disturbed,
aging firefighter played by Vincent
Lindon, accepts Alexia as his missing son and takes her home, all while
she attempts to hide the mechanical
monster growing inside her.
Narratively, Ducournau is painting with broad strokes; most of the
ideas aren’t actively examined by the
characters on screen, largely because
they speak so little. Thematically,
though, the questions the story poses
feel challenging and pointed in a
way that hyper-violent thrillers like
Titane rarely incorporate. Though
it’s only just over 90 minutes, the
story feels patient and meditative at

times, limiting the stomach-churning body horror to tight, condensed
snapshots separated by slow-motion
dance sequences set to minimalist
garage rock like “Doing it to Death”
by The Kills. Provocative questions
about identity are conjured from the
imagery alone; Alexia’s appearance
changes so dramatically throughout
that it may disorient the audience,
leaving the character’s gender identity up to interpretation. Even the
premise alone, one of mating with
several thousand pounds of glass and
steel, is enough to make our skin
crawl and make us consider the very
meaning of our physical form.
It helps, too, that the film is
beautifully shot, with solid neon colors illuminating extended, fascinatingly composed environments. The
editing lets this footage stand for
itself, only ever cutting to transition
between scenes or to dramatically
reposition the viewer’s perspective.
Both Rouselle and Lindon are excellent as well, the former as a stonecold killer trying to hold onto the last
pieces of her humanity and the latter
as a flawed, broken man desperate for
human connection.
Titane isn’t for the squeamish.
It’s truly horrifying at times, sometimes repulsively so, but it has a
genre-less emotional element that
can’t be overlooked. Despite the
cold, mechanical narrative at its core,
Titane is oddly human.

Black Student Union hosts Cultural Expressions

Lauren Woodzicka
Staff Writer

____________________________

This year, the Black Student
Union’s (BSU) production of Cultural
Expressions occurred on Saturday,
February 26 in Esch Hurvis with the
theme of “U.N.I.T.Y.” The event is
an annual showcase of BIPOC talent
and is hosted every Winter Term on
the last Saturday of Black History
month. Talent was expressed in various forms, including singing, dancing and spoken word. The event was
packed, with nearly every seat full and
multiple students standing in order to
attend. The show opened with a land
acknowledgement and a performance
of “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” widely recognized as the Black national
anthem, sung by Sarah Navy. This
song was followed by two segments,
divided by a brief intermission. The
M.C.’s, Sheldon Garmon and Eder
Bellegarde brought their excitement
with each introduction of talent, and
the crowd was incredibly energetic in
welcoming each performer.
It was evident that each
performance incorporated preparation and talent from every individual

involved, and the night was packed
with skilled artists. The performances
were largely linked to the theme of
unity, with students expressing their
thoughts on community, healing,
romance and self-love. Many performers tackled issues of racist violence and discrimination, specifically
through spoken word poetry. Students
Monique Johnson, Chloe Thomas and
Moreau Halliburton used their poetic voices to speak about unity, selfacceptance and racist violence. The

were performed as well, demonstrating the immense creative talent of
the students. The first original song,
entitled “Zucchini,” was performed by
Kate Stenson, Ahmad Allen and Nate
Ferguson. This song was dedicated to
Stenson’s brother and was intended
for those battling motivational issues and depression. Ahmad Allen also
presented a song entitled, “Air for Thought,”
which demonstrated the

poems all were delivered with precise
execution, with Halliburton using a
film format to portray her message.
Various musical groups and soloists showcased their talents throughout the show with covers and original songs. The opening performance
from Tomi Oladunjoye used experimental sound bath to set the scene
for the rest of the show. This first
song, without vocals, was a meditative
experience, with the crowd immersed
in sound. The show included multiple creative and captivating covers, including Preston Parker, Liam
Phillips and Jonah Trudeau covering
Stevie Wonder and Sarah Navy singing “I Was Here.” Two original songs

artist’s piano and vocal
skills.
The night also incorporated multiple dancers,
including Tyler Antoine’s
skilled voguing. Voguing,
invented in the 1980’s
by Black gay and transgender individuals, was
explained to the audience, and the crowd was
incredibly enthusiastic
about the performance.
Duo Chloe Thomas and
Raven Ganaway performed “Fever,” which
showcased their immense
talent and coordination.

The show ended with Afrofusions,
choreographed by Amaka Uduh,
which included multiple dancers who
interacted with audience members for
this final piece.
The night ended with many
thanks to members of the BSU,

including a shoutout to the tireless
work of each performer who shared
their talents with the crowd. Audience
members were invited to view the
gallery located in Mead Witter, which
showcased the artistic work of various
students.

Amaka Udoh, Tyler Antoine, Chole Thomas, Willie Sturgis, Raven Ganaway, Sarah E. Navy, Imani Williams, Ahmad Allen, Adjemaa Ali, Debora Osso and Nevaeh Daniels performs “Afrofusions,” Choreographed by Amaka Udoh.
Photo by Alana Melvin.
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A glimmer of hope in Latin America
Nathan Wall

Staff Writer
_________________________
In a world so devoid of hope, it’s
important to recognize that working
class people can still win. When you
look at the state of global politics, it
can be difficult seeing the far right
come to power in places like Hungary,
India and Brazil, while the alternative
to fascism seems to be neoliberal politicians like Joe Biden and Emmanuel
Macron. But Latin America is beginning to resist the global lurch towards
fascism and the status quo of neoliberalism. The period between 2000
and 2010 was known as the Pink Tide
in Latin America, when socialist and
center-left leaders like Manuel Zelaya
in Honduras, Cristina Fernández
de Kirchner in Argentina and Evo
Morales in Bolivia came to power. The
first Pink Tide came to an end in the
2010s, with the rise of the right over
the continent, but in recent years, the
left has seen a resurgence in power.
This second pink tide began in
2018, with the election of Andrés
Manuel López Obrador as President
of Mexico. Although Obrador is
somewhat of a COVID denier and
has angered the left many times during his presidency, it’s a huge depar-

ture from the right-wing Trump-like
administration of Enrique Peña Nieto.
Similarly, in Argentina, a country with
a long history of neoliberal austerity and right-wing military regimes,
the 2019 election saw conservative
President Mauricio Macri losing his
seat to center-leftist current President
Alberto Fernández.
It’s not just center-leftists that
have won in Latin America. Several
countries, among them very conservative ones, have elected socialists in
the past two years. In Bolivia in 2019,
there was a U.S.-backed coup against
the Aymara indigenous and proudly
socialist President Evo Morales in
favor of the authoritarian Christian
supremacist government of Jeanine
Añez, which massacred protesters and
sold off Bolivia’s resources to corporations. For a country with a history of
indigenous genocide and fascist military dictatorships, her presidency was
another shameful episode of western
intervention in Bolivia. In October
2020, after a year of state violence
and labor unrest, socialist Luis Arce,
a former minister in the Morales
administration, was elected President
in a landslide, alongside his Aymara
Vice President David Choquehuanca,
who is also a leftist. On the same day,
former Mayor of Vinto Patricia Arce

Guzmán (no relation), an Aymara
socialist woman who was tortured
and humiliated by the coup-plotters,
was elected to the Bolivian Chamber
of Senators.
Other countries with histories
of Western imperialism have opted
for socialists as well. In December,
Chile, whose socialist government
was overthrown by the CIA in 1973,
overwhelmingly elected Democratic
Socialist student leader Gabriel Boric
and rejected José Antonio Kast, a
far right leader who’s praised former military dictator General Augusto
Pinochet. Chileans also voted to
rewrite the Pinochet-era constitution
and elected a Communist mayor for
Santiago Centro, the downtown of
their capital city, Irací Hassler. In
Honduras, a country that has been
subject to decades of military occupations and a coup in 2009 which
brought 11 years of a violent, far-right
“narco-dictatorship” to the country,
in November elected Xiomara Castro
as President. Castro, a leftist prochoice woman, is the wife of former
President Manuel Zelaya, deposed in
the previously mentioned 2009 coup,
and serves as the first female president of Honduras. On Jan. 27, 2022,
her first day as President, she took
on the ruling class of her country by

ordering electricity to be free for the
country’s poor and promising justice
for slain Lenca Indigenous activist
Berta Cáceres. Even Perú, a country
not known for being fertile ground
for leftist electoral victories, elected
Pedro Castillo, a socially conservative
but economically leftist teacher and
union leader from the impoverished
rural Northern Peruvian department
of Cajamarca, as president in the June
2021 election. Castillo defeated Keiko
Fujimori, the daughter of former fascist dictator Alberto Fujimori.
In 2022, there will be more elections. In Colombia, leftist Senator
Gustavo Petro is beating the neoliberal Trump-like incumbent President
Ivan Duque in the polls for the May
2022 election. Other left and centerleft political figures such as former
Mayor of Medellin Sergio Fajardo
have also expressed readiness to challenge Duque. In Brazil, the biggest
country in Latin America, which is led
by the far-right authoritarian president Jair Bolsonaro, elections are
happening in October and poll after
poll shows him losing to center-left
former President Luis Ignacio “Lula”
da Silva, whom Bolsonaro had wrongfully imprisoned so he could clear the
way for his presidency.
This does not paint the full pic-

ture. Not every Latin American country is currently taking part in this
second Pink Tide: Ecuador elected
a conservative billionaire in April,
Guatemala has a conservative president who’s been accused of human
rights abuses and El Salvador has
a right-wing authoritarian president obsessed with Bitcoin. It’s also
true that leaders such as Obrador,
Morales, Arce, Lula, Castillo and the
other center-left to left figures mentioned have their issues and many
on the left in their countries criticize
them relentlessly.
Even with all of these contradictions, it’s clear that the people of Latin
America are rising up against imperialism, austerity and neoliberalism.
The fact that the Pink Tide has happened twice, in country after country,
shows us that this is not a fluke but a
clear rejection of the neoliberal world
order. The past twenty years have
shown us that it’s impossible for the
forces of empire and big business to
subjugate Latin America without force
imposed by countries like the United
States. The United States now has a
responsibility to respect the results of
these elections and allow the poor and
indigenous people of Latin America to
finally control the land that was stolen
from them.

Doomscrolling: Why you do it and how to stop
Jorja Springer

Staff Writer
________________________
Whether you know what the
definition of doomscrolling is or not,
you have probably fallen victim to it
at some point. Doomscrolling is the
act of getting sucked into a screen
and consuming nothing but negative
news for an extended period of time.
It is a coping mechanism that happens when we find out something bad
is happening or experience anxiety
about a recurrent national or international problem. To try and feel control
over the situation we take in as much
information as possible, even if this
approach has detrimental effects on
our mental health.

Now, there is nothing wrong
with being educated. In fact, I would
usually say that it’s better to be educated on current issues than apathetic and ignorant. The problem really
exists once you’ve gone from simply
trying to learn more to obsessing over
how much you can learn. It’s easy to
allow the environment, politics and
human rights issues to create a negative impact on our mental health,
but by giving these things too much
power, we will render ourselves incapable of functioning due to guilt and
trauma. These are persistent issues
that will not go away anytime soon,
so allowing ourselves to be excessively
affected by them will cause long-term
mental health issues.
A common example of this is

the feeling of helplessness or guilt
associated with reading about things
we cannot change. Even if we can
logically accept our inability to influence events for the better and even if
we can acknowledge that these things
aren’t our fault, a lot of us will still
feel as though we could be doing more
in the way of working to diminish or
resolves these issues. The more we
read, the more we recognize the need
for change, and so the more we recognize our inability to affect change.
This feeling was the subject of fellow
opinion writer Sarah Matthews’ “You
are not responsible for the world ending!”
Most of us have already experienced or seen someone experience
emotions like this, so why is it so hard

to not let major events and issues
get the better of us? This is partially
due to the accessibility of pessimistic news. Ominous stories are easily
sensationalized in the media and then
repeated and amplified across social
media. It will always be in the nature
of the internet to spread bad news
more quickly and easily than good
news. It’s because of this that we find
these events and issues so difficult to
avoid – the algorithm works to push
this type of content to as many people
as possible due to the precedent set
by similar news that received high
engagement.
So, if everything is rigged to feed
us bad content and bad content is
going to make us more miserable,
what do we do? As much as everyone

loathes to hear it, the easiest way is
to take a break from socials. Social
media breaks have long been cited as
a method to improve mental health,
but many people find that it’s difficult
to commit to. Another option is to
ask yourself before consuming this
content if it’s worth engaging at this
moment and possibly putting yourself in a bad headspace. Learning is
gradual and consuming information
slowly over a couple days will be easier on your brain than dumping large
amounts of content at once, especially
if you’re already dealing with poor
mental health. Whatever the method,
stop doomscrolling and learn to let
yourself breathe.

Thank your '22 seniors
Sarah Matthews

Arts & Entertainment Editor
_________________________
I’m not an especially sentimental
person when it comes to things ending. When I graduated high school,
I didn’t really feel that sad. While I
was leaving people behind, I knew I
was going to be okay. The world keeps
going, y’know? So, I didn’t think about
goodbyes too much. That is, until I
met Molly and Nora.
Two of the most wonderful
seniors here at LU, Molly and Nora
are simply top tier friends. Like, for
real. It really doesn’t get any better
than them.
We often say to each other that
we wished we had met sooner. We
really only became friends this past
summer when we were all on campus
(and I had the pleasure of living with

Molly). But, in all honesty, I think we
needed to meet when we did, even if
that meant less time together before
the two of them are ready to graduate.
Had we met any sooner, I don’t think
we would have become friends, or at
least not as close as we are now.
With each of us going through
different ups and downs of our lives,
we connected. And I am very glad we
did. I’ve had friends in my life, obviously. But my friendship with Molly
and Nora is on a different level of
understanding.
Molly and Nora are the type of
person who make you feel loved even
after you’ve convinced yourself you’re
unlovable.
Nora’s creativity always puts me
in awe. I value her opinions because I
know she’ll be honest. She’s the first
person that really ever said I was an
artist, and her thoughts on art and art

making have really changed my perspective on creativity. She’s someone I
don’t need to constantly be connecting
with, because even if we drift away for
a moment, we always pick up right
where we left off. I always feel listened
to and valuable when I’m with Nora,
and that is such a comforting feeling to experience. Nora is someone I
want to be friends with for the rest of
my life, and even having that chance
makes me the most thankful person
in the world.
Molly has a passionate heart.
She really cares about what she does,
more than I’ve ever seen someone
care about anything. She is, however,
one of the most stubborn people I’ve
ever met, in the best way. We’ve cried
to each other, and we’ve laughed with
each other - a lot. We’ve shared a lot
of deep conversations at night in Taco
Bell parking lots. I am grateful Molly

is always willing to hear what I have
to say, even if I think it’s small or
stupid. She has taught me a lot about
how to feel better about myself. I am
forever thankful for the way Molly
has changed my perspectives, shaped
my ideas and taught me about what it
means to care.
So, why am I saying all these
things about these two great people?
Well, I think it’s time we take a step
back and look at the people we’ve met
here at Lawrence. This has certainly
been a testing time and the class of
‘22 is the only class that has had
a full year of the college experience
pre-pandemic. We’ve all had to make
some major adjustments to life during
college and the pandemic, but I think
the class of ‘22 has shown some real
resilience.
More likely than not, we’ve all
been impacted by a senior on campus.

With only a term left in the school
year, I hope we reflect on what these
important people have taught us. I say
we go into spring term with full hearts
and a lot of love for our seniors. We’ve
all been through a lot - the class of ‘22
especially - but despite everything,
these seniors have shown us love, and
that’s something worth thanking them
for. So please, thank your seniors.
They deserve all the kindness.
And, if you’re even close to having friends like Molly and Nora, I hope
you know just how lucky you are. They
have taught me a lot of things, but
most importantly, they’ve shown me I
am worthy of love.
Thank you, Molly and Nora, for
laughing with me until my lungs hurt
so bad I couldn’t breathe. I cannot
wait to keep cheering you two on as
you continue to change the world.
Love you both.
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SAASHA's list of demands
Tee Karki for SAASHA
Guest Writer

_________________________
Being a part of SAASHA
(Student Alliance Against Sexual
Harassment and Assault) during my
time at Lawrence, I have learned so
much about safety and consent here
on our campus. I have found spaces in
which our conversations surrounding
autonomy thrive and others in which
they do not. I have talked about and
listened to kink workshops, healthy
relationship guidelines and even
understood more about polyamory.
While Lawrence has provided a means
for SAASHA to provide these spaces
for other students and myself, I find
that there is still more work to be
done. During my and other SAASHA
members’ time here, we have found
that the discussions and information

around Title IX are lacking. While
we have asked for more, we have not
received enough and it is now time
that we are demanding more instead.
We as SAASHA would like to move
forward with a list of demands from

readily and clearly available for
anyone wishing to file them. On
top of this, we would like that
the distinction between the two,
reporting and complaints, to be
clearly stated and easily found.

b. Bystander Training
c. Consent Informational Session
5. Title IX should be recognized as
more of a Legal Office
a. Should not have to report to
D&IC and SHARE

SAASHA strongly feels that the
meeting of these demands would provide a safer campus in which all students regardless of their background
can practice their autonomy freely. We
also feel that the protection of victims

the university for the better wellbeing
of our fellow students and ourselves.

2. Victims should not have to move
classes or dorms to avoid perpetrators. Perpetrators should be relocated
immediately/ASAP upon request.
3. Communication about all of
the above and further information
surrounding Title IX should not be
SAASHA’s job to fulfill. The Title IX
office must be doing this. This however does not mean we are not directly
involved in the conversation.
4. With that being stated, Title IX
should be holding the following public
information sessions (with SAASHA
part of the conversation instead of
leading them)
a. Title IX Informational Sessions

b. Should have an expanded office
with more personnel to help
complete these tasks
6. The EVERFI training needs to
either be adapted or fully replaced to
become more trauma-informed
7. The student body should have
input in choosing Title IX coordinators
a. The Title IX Coordinators'
demands must be met
b. Title IX Coordinators must be
trained in trauma-informed
responses to victims that do not
allow for any spaces for victimblaming

and their needs has to become a primary focus and this process of reaching this goal can only begin through
the meeting of our seven demands.
None of these goals are flexible and
we do not see them as needing to be
such, for sake of the greater campus
and all the students who are within it.
Lawrence has continually expressed a
need for unity through the messages
of “We are brighter together” and we
would like to point out that until we
make this campus space for all voices
to be heard and valued, we cannot
shine together.

SAASHA demands that:
1. Information about Title IX is
more accessible and readily available
a. This means more coverage
through posters, social media
pages including the Lawrence
University main pages, emails
and through the website becoming easier to navigate for this
information
b. This also means being able to
better navigate the website to
make complaints and reports

Voices from the Editorial Board:
Guest Essays and Letters to the Editor

Dear Reader,
At the beginning of the term, I introduced myself as opinion and editorials editor
by instructing readers to stay tuned for updates on ways they can get involved with the
section. As promised, I’m pleased to present the first such update: my hope is that a
clear, publicly available guest essay and letter to the editor policy will make it easier for
anyone in the Lawrence community to use this platform to make their voice heard. The
main difference between this policy and the preexisting one is clear guidelines on what
a guest essay is and how to submit one, and making the distinction between a guest
essay and a letter to the editor. As always, feel free to reach out with any comments,
questions or feedback, and I hope to see many of your submissions!
Evan Ney, Opinions and Editorials Editor
The Lawrentian prides itself on representing a wide range of opinions and
perspectives across the campus population. To this end, we encourage any reader to
submit a letter to the editor and any current Lawrence student to submit a guest essay
for consideration to be published.
Letters to the editor should be less than 500 words, and respond in some way to
an article previously published in The Lawrentian. Any letter to the editor received
during a standard news cycle will be published in the edition immediately after the
letter has been edited and revised. The letter will appear on The Lawrentian website at
the same time as the rest of that edition. If a letter to the editor is received outside of
the standard news cycle, it will be edited and revised per usual and will be uploaded to
The Lawrentian website once that process is complete. Letters received outside of the
standard news cycle will not be published in print.
Guest essays may vary in length, but the most successful essays tend to be between
500 and 800 words; essays may not exceed 1,000 words. Guest essays will be published
in the Opinions & Editorials section and should make an argument grounded in fact
from a unique perspective. Essays should be timely, engaging, original, focused and
clearly written. Strong essays address the author’s position in relation to their argument and must consider any conflict of interest or ethical implications to their writing.
All articles published by The Lawrentian will be edited for
To read The
Lawrentian editoclarity, style and grammar. All information claiming to be fact,
rial policy, scan the
including information contained in a letter or guest essay, will be
QR code below.
verified for accuracy. We also encourage any person considering
submitting a guest essay to review the editorial policy before they
submit their work. If an essay is accepted for publication, the guest
writer will be asked to submit an annotated copy of the essay, listing the relevant sources for each factual assertion. Members of the
Editorial Board will be responsible for verifying these claims. From
there, editors will work with writers to discuss the result and how to move forward with
the piece if necessary.
Essays may be published under a pseudonym, though we encourage writers to
consider how anonymity may impact credibility.
Guest writers will be paid $15 for their essay if their submission is accepted; payment occurs at the end of each academic term. Unlike The Lawrentian staff, guest writers will not be paid hourly for time spent researching or conducting interviews. Guest
writers may submit multiple essays throughout the course of the term, and will be paid
at the end of the term for each one which is published. Writers of letters to the editor
will not be paid for their submissions.
Letters may be submitted as a Word document via email to lawrentian@lawrence.
edu. Guest essays may be submitted as a Word document directly to the Opinions &
Editorials editor (neye@lawrence.edu). Letters to the editor and guest essays are due
by 9 p.m. on Sundays during the standard news cycle.

Saying goodbye to outgoing staff

This is the final edition of The Lawrentian for this
publishing cycle, meaning it’s time for us to say some
goodbyes. As we finish up this edition, we wanted to
give our outgoing staff members the opportunity to
reflect on their time with The Lawrentian and share
what the experience has meant to them.
The Lawrentian will be back second week of
Spring Term with new leadership!
Molly Ruffing, Outgoing Editor-in-Chief
I originally joined The Lawrentian to fulfill what
I like to call my “little girl dreams.” I always wanted to
be a writer, and this was my way to be one even if I was
no longer pursuing the career. Originally, the game plan
was just to write. Looking back, though, I can see that
I have grown not just as a writer but, also, as a listener,
a leader, and an overall human being. The Lawrentian
is not the same organization I wrote for four years
ago, and I’m not the same person either. My time with
The Lawrentian has been filled with growth, and I am
grateful to have had these opportunities to learn.
I am excited to see what is next for The Lawrentian
and am pleased to say that I am leaving it in good hands.
Ethan Wachendorf, Outgoing Managing Editor
My time at The Lawrentian has been filled with
controversy and trying times. It would be a lie to say
that I have enjoyed every second of my tenure. That
said, I feel that every moment I have spent working for
The Lawrentian has been a valuable one. I have gotten
to work with some amazing people, become familiar
with parts of the university that I never knew existed,
and help implement changes and policies that I believe
can make a difference for current staff members and
future ones. I hope progress continues to be made and
the student body continues to interact with the paper to
create meaningful discourse. The Lawrentian is a gem
of this university, sometimes a hidden one, and I feel
lucky to have been a part of producing and distributing
it for multiple years!
Shania Johnson, Outgoing Copy Chief
I wish I joined The Lawrentian sooner. I started
working at The Lawrentian last winter term as a copy
editor, then promoted to copy chief, not realizing how
quickly my role would end. It is a strange and bittersweet feeling. The training wheels never quite fell off,
and that has been a thrill. I am grateful for my everaccepting and dry-humor having executive teammates,
Molly and Ethan, and the people I have had the pleasure of working with. Thank you for the challenges.
My wish for the future of The Lawrentian is that it
will become way more diverse. It is an overwhelmingly

white newspaper, and I challenge the new leaders with
this task. Goodluck and farewell!
Gannon Flynn, Outgoing Sports Editor
I joined the Lawrentian as a sports writer, and left
as the sports editor, but I have to say I’m not particular
about any one position – working in a field of talented
writers with good connections is all I could ask for.
Honestly, though, I’m grateful to have been able to put
in time as editor. I got to meet a lot of motivated writers, and I’m proud to have one of them succeed me in
the sports section. Good luck, Sean, and it’s been fun.
Celeste Reyes, Outgoing Variety Editor
Working for The Lawrentian has been a wonderful
experience overall. I’ve loved working with my fellow
Ed-board members and attending our weekly meetings.
They always left me in a good mood after a long day.
As the outgoing Variety section editor, I just wanted to
acknowledge how fantastic all my artists and writers
have been. I’ve had the pleasure of working with so
many creative and talented individuals that have filled
the Variety section with so much… well, variety! There
was always something to look forward to in our section
and I’m so honored to have been a part of that these
past few years. Wishing all the best to all the incoming section editors and may you also have an awesome
experience working here!
Sarah Matthews, Outgoing A&E Editor
As someone who has always found it difficult to
fit into a group, being a member of The Lawrentian has
been one of the most welcoming communities. Being
the Arts & Entertainment Editor of The Lawrentian
has challenged me in both professional and personal
manners, which I am forever grateful for. I have also
met some of my closest friends during my time at The
Lawrentian, which I am even more thankful for. I am
appreciative of the opportunities this community has
given me to grow, and I can’t wait to see what incredible
steps they take in the future.
Nora Murphy, Outgoing Web Manager
What a joy it has been to spend just about 2 years
at The Lawrentian! I started right as the pandemic
began and it has been quite the journey since then. I
have ushered The Lawrentian through a podcast, social
media transition, new website, and a newsletter! I will
miss my weekly meetings with the ed-board, but I won’t
miss my late-night hours in the office. Best of luck to
the rest of The Lawrentian staff! I can’t wait to read
what you publish, online of course :)

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. The
Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions. For the full editorial policy and parameters for submitting articles, please refer to the masthead, which is located on the back of each edition.
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Photo Poll

Jamie Dong

Staff Photographer

Crushed, cubed, or crescent for your ice?
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EDITORIAL POLICY:

EDITORIAL BOARD:

— Editorial policy is
determined by the editors.
Any opinions that appear
unsigned are those of the
majority of The Lawrentian’s
Editorial Board.

Editor-in-Chief:
Molly Ruffing

— Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
reserve the right to edit for
style and space. Letters must
be emailed to:
lawrentian@lawrence.
edu. Submissions by email
should be text attachments.
— All submissions to editorial pages must be turned in
to The Lawrentian no later
than 5 p.m. on the Monday
before publication.
“Cubed because they are
symmetrical.”
— Tony Conrad

“I’m a cube gal.”
— Ursa Anderson

“The answer is pellets, make it really
cold.”
— Beth Zinsli

— All submissions to the
editorial pages must be
accompanied by a phone
number at which the author
can be contacted. Articles
submitted without a contact
number will not be published.
— The Lawrentian reserves
the right to refuse to print
any submissions received
after the above deadline
— Letters to the editor will
be edited for clarity, decency, accuracy and grammar.

“I typically don’t have ice in my
drink; I like my whiskey neat.”
— Carrie Krob

“Crushed ice. It’s easier to chew up
after finishing the drink.”
— Asher Zukoski

“Cubed, a lot of cubes.”
— Rob Neilson

— Letters to the editor
should not be more than 500
words.
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The Final Letter From This Editor
“It’s definitely cubed.”
— Nick Baer

“I don’t like ice in my drinks.”
— Gabby Holder

Unedited Board

“Cubed in general but cushed in
mojito.”
— Wilson Chen

Jamie Dong, Alana Melvin
Staff Photographer, Photo Editor

Alex Freeman,
Incoming Co-Editor-in-Chief

Molly Ruffing,
Editor-in-Chief

Taylor Hughes,
Incoming Co-Editor-in-Chief

“Crush those cubes up! ”

“No one said crescent, and I think
that’s a damn shame. That’s how ice
came out of the Ruffing freezer”

“Sonic ice blows them all out of the
water.”

the country. “It’s really satisfying to
present music at that high of a caliber
to a critical audience who understands
and appreciates the level of detail
and excellence, and to perform it well
[which both groups did].”
Cantala’s portion of the concert
opened with Swan’s introduction on
the importance of music in providing hope, which segued into “Lux
Veritatis (Light of Truth),” originally

commissioned for the ACDA convention in 2019 and finally premiered
in February of 2022. This work featured soloists Mariah Schaumberg
and Tanvi Thatai, accompanied by
percussionists David Pickar and Tyler
Nanstad. The next work, “The Sun
Never Says” by Dan Forrest, featured soloists Elena Crino, Addison
Littlefield and Tanvi Thatai and cellist Thomas Blake Logan. “Tuttarana”

Collaboration, creativity...
continued from page 8
long-standing choir here at Lawrence.
For Dr. Swan, an associate professor of music, conductor of Cantala
and Co-Director of Choral Studies,
the recent ACDA performance provided the opportunity to “sing for that
critical audience” of choir directors,
vocalists and composers from across

Dear Reader,
Oh, what a ride it has been!
This edition marks my last as Editor-in-Chief of The Lawrentian. Many
people have asked me if I’m sad to be leaving, if it’s hard to pass the torch. In
all honesty, I am not sad at all. And I think that’s because of my wonderful staff.
I am so grateful to have had the chance to learn and grow alongside them.
It has been a privilege to witness writers grow into editors, staff into leaders and,
thankfully, coworkers into friends. I am beyond proud of the progress we have
made individually and as an organization.
I am not sad to leave because I know that the new leadership is committed
to continuing to improve The Lawrentian. They will not be complacent. This
is evident even in this final edition, as we finalize a new policy to make our
Opinions & Editorials section more accessible to guest writers. Kudos to Evan
for his initiative on this endeavor.
At the end of each editorial board meeting, I ask if anyone has any questions, comments, concerns or coups. My tenure is done, but no one has taken
me up on a single coup. Maybe it’s because they’ve had my back through it all,
pushing and questioning me while also standing by me when the situation called
for solidarity. To my staff, you all have exemplified comradery and teamwork,
and I am beyond grateful for each of you. Thank you for sharing your talents,
time and curiosity with me.
As always, thank you for reading.
Molly Ruffing, Outgoing Editor-in-Chief

featured a driving rhythmic pulse and
highlighted descant soloists Tanvi
Thatai and Sudha Schultz. “Breath in
Hope” featured beautiful harmonies,
compelling chords and sweeping emotive pitch-bends. “A Bell Awakened
(Variations on a Theme by Rilke)”
provided a strong ending to the night’s
concert.
For such a jam-packed, continually impressive concert, the only way

to fully enjoy those moments is live, in
the audience and in the room where a
choir’s energy radiates even to the rafters. A close second,
and electronically
accessible way is to
check out the concert replay by scanning the QR code to To watch the choir
concert replay, scan
the QR code above.
the right.

